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TN THE CLAIMS 

Please consider the following amendments; 

1 . (currently amended) fe-a-Acomputing system counting of a p i-oii ^or, memory oto r agc, 
input mid o utput devi ce s, a netwo r k interface ada ptu u ud a basic input/ output system 
(DIO0) fuv boot i ng, 3aid system being connected l o a juuotc email oefve r , characterised 
in thflt snid niOfl mcludca comprising : 

a processor; 

memory storage; 

jyt \put and output devices; 

a network interface adapter for connecting the computing system to a remote 

email server via a network: and 
a basic input/output system fBIOS^ for booting the computing system, wherein the 

BIQ S includes: 

a- communicatinR means to communicate for communicating w ith the network 

adapter, wherein the communicating means- a means to a ccesses the said-remote email 
server through the_network during the boot up p r ocess b ooting of the computer system 
using said network adapter , - a means to download and downloads, t he email count 
during the booting of the computing system, f or the eurrenfr ' u s er email headers from the 
remote email server on said networkS-at*d 

means for parsing the email headers during the booting of the computing system 

to extract an email count for a user: and 

frmeans to display the email count during the booting of the computer system f or 

the current user in a defined forma t on the d is play of said computing system . 

2. (original) A system as claimed in claim 1 wherein the communication with said remote 
email server is through TCP/IP protocol. 
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3. (currently amended) A system as claimed in claim 1 further comprising configuration 
| means for configuring Ac deviated u sers of the system during a Preview 

I ^pfiAnjpnr t 9 the hootin p o f the computing system . 



4. (currently amended) In a computing system includingjidisj^ a network adapter and a 
basic input/output system (BIOS) connected to a remote email server through a network, 
a method for accessing email count durin& 4ke boot u p p r ocess hootinp of the? cqmputex 
system the method comprising: 

booting the computing sy stem bv the BIOS: 

communicating with the network adapter, wherein the communica ting includes — 
accessing the network during the ^^-booting of the computer system bv the BIOS 
using said network ^ptet^-a^d downloading, bv the BIOS during the booting of the 
computer system, the email count for the user • email headers f rom the remote email 
sewer on said network;i-attd- 

parsing the email headers, bv the BIOS during the booting o f the computer 

system, to extract an email count for a user; and 

displayin g, hv the BIOS during the booting of the c omputer system, the email 
count for the current-user in a defined format on the display of said computing system.. 

5. (original) A method as claimed in claim 4 wherein the communication with said remote 
email server is through TCP/IP protocol. 



| 6. (currently amended) A method as claimed in claim 4 further comprising configuring the 
designated users of the system during a previous certain o peratio n, prior to the booting of 
the cQmputms system. 

7. (currently amended) A computer program product comprising computer readable 

program code stored on computer readable storage medium embodied therein for causing 
j a cftmputcr -conflputirEg system t o access an email count during booting of the computing 

system, tho boot up process, said computer program code comprising: 
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hasic input/output system fftlOSI computer readable propram code mean? 



i 



^fi pured for performing bo n ting the computing system, wherein the BIOS compter 

readable program cod e means includes: 

computer readable program code means configured for communicating 
with a_the network ^ptcr, wherein the communicating includes — computer 
readable p rog r am code mean s configured fo r accessing asaid-remote email server 
through ajietwork during the hooting of the computing system boot uo process 
using said network adapter ,- computer r eadable p r ogram code mcan3 configured 
for gjjd_Hnwnlnadi ng. during the booting of the co m puting system, the email count 
fo r the current u s e r email headers f rom the remote email server on said networks 
and 

computer readable program code means configured for parsing the email 
headers during the booting of the computing system to extract an email count for a 
user: and 

computer readable program code means configured for displayin g, during 
the booting of the computing system, t he email count for the ewreat user in a 
defined format on athe-dispiay of said computing system. 

(currently amended) A computer program product as claimed in claim 7 wherein said 
computer readable program code means is configured for communicating with the 
network adapter through the-aTCP/IP protocol. 

(currently amended) A computer program product as claimed in claim 1 further 
comprising computer readable program code means for configuring the designated u sers 
of the system during a previous 3y9tcm . certain operation prior to die boo t ing of the 
computing system . 
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